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the Rhine, by which the Austrians would, at least, have been
hindered from a speesdy march into Bohemia; they were,
likewise, to yield him such other assistance as he might
want.

Relying, therefore, upon the promises of the French, he
resolved to attempt the ruin of the house of Austria, and,
in August, 1744, broke into Bohemia, at the head of a hun-
dred and four thousand men. When he entered the coun-
try, he published a proclamation, promising, that his army
should observe the strictest discipline, and that those who
made no resistance should be suffered to remain in quiet
in their habitations. He required that all arms, in the
custody of whomsoever they might be placed, should be
given up, and put into the hands of publick officers. He
still declared himself to act only as an auxiliary to the
emperour, and with no other design than to establish
peace and tranquillity throughout Germany, his dear
country.

In this proclamation there is one paragraph, of which I
do not remember any precedent. He threatens, that, if
any peasant should be found with arms, he shall be hanged
without further inquiry.; and that, if any lord shall connive
at his vassals keeping arms in their custody, his village
shall be reduced to ashes.

. It is hard to find upon what pretence the king of Prussia
could treat the Bohemians as criminals, for preparing to
defend their native country, or maintaining their allegiance
to their lawful sovereign against an invader, whether he
appears principal or auxiliary, whether he professes to in-
tend tranquillity or confusion.

His progress was such as gave great hopes to the ene-
mies of Austria: like Caesar, he conquered as he advanced,
and met with no opposition, till he reached the walls of
Prague. The indignation and resentment of the queen of
Hungary may be easily conceived; the alliance of Frank-
fort was now laid open to all Europe; and the partition of
the Austrian dominions .was again, publickly projected.
They were to be shared among the emperour, the king of